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Sino-Soviet border conflict

Vietnam War

Summit between Lyndon B. Johnson and

Aleksei Kosygin in Glassboro, New Jersey

Harold Wilson's visit to Moscow

Prague Spring

1968 Polish Political Crisis

Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia

Strategic Arms Limitation Talks

Polish protests of December 1970

Croatian Spring

Four-Power Agreement on Berlin

Richard Nixon's visit to the Soviet Union

and Poland

Conference on Security and

Co-operation in Europe

Western Recognition of East Germany

Richard Nixon's visit to Moscow

Harold Wilson and James Callaghan's

visit to Moscow

Helsinki Accords

Key events in Module III

At a Glance

FCO 28 (Foreign Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office:  

Northern Department and East European and Soviet Department) 

contains the files detailing UK political and economic relations with 

the Soviet Union and the Baltic States, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 

Hungary, Romania, Poland, Albania and Yugoslavia.

FCO 33 (Foreign Office: Western Department and Foreign and  

Commonwealth Office: Western European Department) contains 

files of the Western Department of the Foreign Office relevant to  

UK relations with East Germany between January 1967 and 

October 1968, and the Western European Department of the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office  dealing with East Germany

from 1968 onwards.

The closing years of the 1960s saw attempted reforms and social change in Eastern Bloc members 

Czechoslovakia (Prague Spring) and Poland (1968 crisis and protests of 1970). This was followed by 

re-instatement of the Soviet model through suppression from security forces and military intervention by 

the Soviet Union and other Warsaw Pact members.

The period of “Détente” from 1967 through the 1970s saw the steady easing of tensions between the East 

and West, as well as growing co-operation in the Four Power Agreements on Berlin and the Conference 

on Security and Co-operation in Europe, culminating in Richard Nixon’s visit to Moscow in 1975.

 
Module III provides in-depth reporting on and analyses of these events, as well as the continued 

economic stagnation of the Eastern Bloc countries.
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