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All Modules of Cold War Eastern Europe are sourced exclusively from collections at 
The National Archives, U.K.

Module I and Module II are drawn from Foreign Office file series FO 371, the most 
frequently consulted file series at the archives. Modules III and IV are both drawn from 
FCO 28 and FCO 33, the direct successors of FO 371 after the Foreign Office 
underwent restructuring in 1968.

FO 371 (Foreign Office: Political Departments: General Correspondence from 
1906-1966) includes the files of the FO’s Northern, Southern, Central, and Western 
Departments, responsible for reporting on the socialist states of Eastern Europe.

FCO 28 (Foreign Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Northern Department 
and East European and Soviet Department) contains the files detailing U.K. political 
and economic relations with the Soviet Union and the Baltic States, Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Poland, Albania and Yugoslavia.

FCO 33 (Foreign Office: Western Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office: 
Western European Department) contains files of the Western Department of the 
Foreign Office relevant to U.K. relations with East Germany between January 1967 and 
October 1968, and the Western European Department of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office dealing with East Germany from 1968 onwards.
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• Easy access to primary sources without the need for  
  funding to visit The National Archives, U.K., in Kew – the  
  only other place these files can be viewed
• Encourages students and early-career researchers to  
  build critical thinking and analytical techniques through 
  interrogation of primary sources
• Subject essays by the Editorial Board which contextualize  
  the primary source material and highlight key themes,  
  topics and events
• Sample lesson plans integrating the primary sources into  
  undergraduate teaching
• Timeline of key events
• Biographies of Key People
• Communist States Fact File: glossaries of state names,  
  governing parties, and key organisations
• Foreign Office Fact File: a guide to the Foreign Office’s  
  departmental structure and embassy network

• Online training demonstrations for librarians  
  and end users
• MARC 21 records
• Usage reports available on request
• Facility to display your institution’s name and  
  branding on the home page
• Compatibility with third party e-learning  
  environments such as Blackboard and Moodle
• Access to the resource via IP range, Athens,  
  Proxy Server, and Shibboleth


