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Architecture Subject Overview | 3>F> v 21 Mb
By Johnson, Michael =54

Guerview

Modernist architecture and design represented a utapian visian of how the built environment could be adapted ta the needs
to modern industrial society. Industrialization had disrupted seemingly eternal patterns of human existence and, within the
parameters of madernism, many creative disciplines sought to represent the disorientation and alienation arising from this
state of flux, In architecture and design, however, the singular objective was to fashion erder from the chaos, Exponents
embraced medernization and pursued an ideal of extreme minimalism and rational form.

Modernism was a loose coalition that gave purpose to the concepts and techniques developed by a diverse web of influences,
but & number of core prindiples unite the various natienal schools. The presccupation with modernity meant that overt
reference to the architectural styles of the past was deemed invalid. In practical terms, this meant utilizing a new, abstract
maode of expression, together with modern materials and construction metheds. Modernists believed that the function of
buildings and design objects was of primary importance. kt was therefore vital to eliminate all features that might impede
function, particularly decoration. This gave rise to an aesthetic that was ruthlessly severe. Often, the formal vocabulary was
reduced to cubic tectonics and pure white surfaces, This search for purity of form paralleled developments in other artistic
fields, Arguably, the sbandonment of historicist styles and ornamentation corresponded to the rejection of modeling,

perspective, and illusionistic space in fine art and the rejection of melody in music.

The genealogy of madernist design is complex. Various national schosls were aligned by the sim tc elevate human
consciousness through rational design. The abstract, elemental aesthetic was conceived as a universal language that would
transcend national and sacial boundaries. Built upon these shared principles, modernism became the prevailing design
orthodoxy of the twentieth century.
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