Timeline/Social Media Posts – War, State and Society

8 March 1967 | Anniversary of International Women’s Day
· Event Details: Today is the anniversary of International Women’s Day. The day aimed to help nations worldwide eliminate discrimination against women. It also focused on helping women gain full and equal participation in global development. International Men's Day is also celebrated on November 19 each year.
· Content Relation: A file containing issues of The Land Girl, a monthly magazine issued to the Women's Land Army, and a number of bulletins of the Women's Land Army Benevolent Fund. Topics covered in the magazines include news and events from each county; notifications of radio broadcasts featuring the Women's Land Army; articles for entertainment, including stories and poems; and accounts of particular bravery displayed by Women's Land Army members, such as in the case of an aircraft crash and an agricultural accident. Other topics discussed include awards presented for long service; accounts of visits by royalty and other prominent people; an article on the organisation of the Women's Land Army; tips on pest-control methods; the award of a C.B.E. to the Assistant Director of the Women's Land Army; news from the Women's Timber Corps; and tips for extending the life of work clothes.
8 May 1945 | 75th Anniversary of VE Day (WSS)
· Event Details: Victory in Europe Day marks the anniversary of the Allies' acceptance of Nazi Germany's surrender of its armed forces on 8 May 1945, which heralded the end of World War II. When VE Day dawns on 8th May 2020 it will be 75 years since the guns fell silent at the end of the war in Europe.
· Content Relation: A file containing radio broadcast transcripts of the B.B.C. series Kitchen Front, covering the end of the war and the following months. Programmes transcribed in the file include recipes and cooking tips; advice from "The Food Doctor" on healthcare and nutrition; and a comedy on the culinary exploits of a grandmother and her granddaughter. Topics covered in the file include an explanation of post-war food shortages; tips for using replacement foods such as "household milk"; and information on different cooking methods.
26 May – 4 June 1940 | 80th Anniversary of the Evacuation of Dunkirk (WSS)
· Event Details: The year 2020 will mark the 80th anniversary of the evacuation of allied soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk. More than 300,000 British and French soldiers were evacuated from the Dunkirk Mole and beaches. Thousands more stayed behind to defend the perimeter and many were taken prisoner.
· Content Relation: A file relating to the production of the documentary film Total War in Britain, released in 1945 by the Ministry of Information. The film addresses Britain's achievements in adapting to the conditions of total war in the fields of industry, freight shipping, and agriculture, and in enduring the Blitz. 
10 May 1940 | 80th Anniversary of Winston Churchill being appointed Prime Minister during WWII (WSS)
· Event Details: Today marks the 80th anniversary of Winston Churchill being appointed British Prime Minister. In 1940, Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty, was called to replace Neville Chamberlain as British prime minister following the latter’s resignation after losing a confidence vote in the House of Commons.
· Content Relation: A film and broadcast transcript the production of the wartime government film Atlantic Charter, released in 1941 by the Ministry of Information and the Crown Film Unit. The film addresses the Atlantic meeting of the US President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill between 9th and 12th August 1941 in Newfoundland, Canada. The file contains music cue sheets; shot lists with commentary; and documents relating to the film's production credits and copyright.
18 June 1940 | 80th Anniversary of the Finest Hour speech made by Churchill during WWII (WSS)
· Event Details: Today marks the anniversary of one of Winston Churchill’s most famous speeches - his wartime speeches famously gave the British lion its roar during the darkest. “This was their finest hour" was made after France had sought an armistice on the evening of 16 June.
· Content Relation: Newspaper clipping referring to the ‘finest hour’ speech – directly promoting the ‘saluting of the home guard’.  
June 1945 | 75th Anniversary of the introduction of Family Allowances Act (WSS)
· Event Details: Enacted in June 1945 when a caretaker Conservative government was in power, it came into operation from August 6, 1946, and was the first law to provide child benefit in the United Kingdom. As passed, the Act empowered the Minister of National Insurance to pay an allowance of five shillings per week for each child in a family other than the eldest; later Acts increased this sum. It was payable whilst the child was of school age, up to the age of eighteen, if apprenticed or in full-time school education.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Content Relation: Newspaper clipping helping mother’s decide what to feed their children and families. 
July 1940 | 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain beginning (WSS)
· Event Details: 2020 marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain which took place between July and October 1940. The 15 September 1940 was officially named Battle of Britain Day as it was the day when RAF Fighter Command claimed what proved to be a decisive victory over the German Luftwaffe. 
· Content Relation: A file relating to the production of the wartime government film The Day that Saved the World, released in 1942 by the Ministry of Information and the Crown Film Unit. The film addresses the role of the Battle of Britain in securing allies, and subsequent military and political developments that united Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and China. The file contains a shooting script; a shot list; a music cue sheet; production credits; and documents relating to the film's licensing and distribution.
7 September 1940 | 80th Anniversary of the Blitz during World War II (WSS) 
· Event Details: Today celebrates the 80th anniversary of the Blitz. In early World War Two - from autumn 1940 to spring 1941 - German bombs killed 43,000 people across the UK. Liverpool and the rest of Merseyside was the most bombed area outside London. But it was the resilience of the Royal Air Force during that "Spitfire summer" that caused the Germans to revise their plans.
· Content Relation: A file containing documents relating to a report on the morale and living conditions in Coventry, Bristol, Southampton, Cheltenham, Liverpool, and Manchester, after they had suffered from air raids. Documents contained in the file include a copy of the findings of the report; and official correspondence criticising both the report and its circulation
30 December 1945 | 75th Anniversary of when the banana returned to Britain for the first time since the war (WSS)
· Event Details: Today marks the 75th anniversary of the return of the banana to Britain! It was the first winter after the end of the second world war, and the children of Britain were about to receive a late Christmas present. A Fyffe ship, the Tilapa, arrived in Avonmouth from Kingston, Jamaica, loaded with a consignment of 10 million bananas.
· Content Relation: A file containing radio broadcast transcripts of the B.B.C. series Kitchen Front, covering the end of the war and the following months. Programmes transcribed in the file include recipes and cooking tips; advice from "The Food Doctor" on healthcare and nutrition; and a comedy on the culinary exploits of a grandmother and her granddaughter.
31 December 1945 | 75th Anniversary of when the Home Guard disbanded (WSS)
· Event Details: The Home Guard continued to man roadblocks and guard the coastal areas of the United Kingdom and other important places such as airfields, factories and explosives stores until late 1944, when they were stood down. They were finally disbanded on 31 December 1945, eight months after Germany's surrender – today celebrates the 75th anniversary of this movement.
· Content Relation: A book entitled On Guard!, giving a history of the 10th (Torbay) Battalion Devonshire Home Guard, with stories, anecdotes, memoires, and photographs relating to the battalion's wartime activities. Topics covered include the establishment of Local Defence Volunteer organisations and their early recruitment; the change from Local Defence Volunteers to the Home Guard; the distribution of weapons and uniforms; and discipline and conditions of service in the Home Guard.
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